
HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER PLASTIC POLLUTION COMPETITION 
 

The Madison County Green Schools Program invites schools to 

participate in a citizen science project focused on recording data on 

litter at different points along the Mississippi River. This competition 

will require the use of the Marine Debris Tracker app which allows 

participants to log the litter they pick up as well as the use of GPS which 

tracks the location of the litter. 

 

STEP ONE: Download the Marine Debris Tracker App 

 

STEP TWO: Select ‘Log In’ and enter your school account information. 

 

 

EMAIL: _______________________________________________________ 

 

 

PASSWORD: ___________________________________________________ 

 

STEP THREE: Search MRCTI under the ‘Organizations’ list and begin tracking. 

 

STEP FOUR: Start your litter collection and log the items! 

 When an item is picked up, simply click ‘Add’ next to the 

item when it is placed in the trash bag 

 When collecting litter while using the app, we have found 

that it works best when working in a team of at least two (one 

person is designated to use the app while at least one other 

wearing protective glove handles the litter) 

 

STEP FIVE: Take pictures throughout the collection and share them with your school coordinator!   

 

STEP SIX: When you are finished with your collection for the day, select ‘continue’ at the bottom right of the screen to 

see a summary of all of items you collected and the areas that you walked. 

 

 

 

 

 



STEP SEVEN: When finished, click ‘Upload Session’ 

and you will see a green checkmark when it is 

uploaded. 

 

If you don’t have Wi-Fi you can choose to ‘Upload 

Later’ until you have Wi-Fi access. 

 

 

 

STEP EIGHT: After your data is uploaded within 

the app, we encourage you to participate in other 

clean-up events April 1st- 25th for participation in 

the county-wide competition. Each time you 

collect items and upload data on the app, all of 

your work will be saved to your school’s account, 

helping you get one step closer to your school 

winning prize money to use towards your 

sustainability goals! 

 

 

 

To view a video tutorial on using the app and to find out more about the Marine Debris Tracker 

App, please scan the QR Code or visit debristracker.org 

 

 

 

 

After the Madison County Green Schools Competition concludes, we still encourage everyone to use the app to log the 

litter in their communities. This data will still be used to generate the plastic pollution map that will help policy makers, 

businesses, and citizens take action. 

 

Please see the ‘Tips for a Safe Clean-Up’ flyer for safety guidelines to have a safe clean up. Always be cautious of your 

surroundings when using the app. Stay alert and do not use the app in areas near traffic.  

 

For questions, contact Madison County Green Schools Coordinator Bailey Lutz 

618-296-4606 or bnlutz@co.madison.il.us 

 

 

 

 


